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RAMAKANT - PERSONAL LIFE SKETCH 3
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‘MY DAYS AT THE BHIRA NEW TUNNEL PROJECT”

In the Year 1960, I started my
professional carrier with Tata Power Co.
Ltd. at their Bhira New Tunnel Project
at Dongarwadi near Pune. Around the
year 1924, Tatas had constructed
Mulshi Dam to impound water of Mula
River. From the water Intake Tower at
Davdi, the water was transported
through a six kilometer long tunnel to
Dondarwadi and from there to the
Hydro-electric Power Station at Bhira
through a set of steep pressure pipes
called Penstocks. The water conductor
tunnel had not been provided with any
masonry or concrete lining. Over the
years, due to rock falls, water-carrying
capacity of the tunnel went down so
drastically that the Bhira Powerhouse
faced an imminent closure. Since the
power station was one of the main
stations supplying power to Mumbai,
there was no option but to continue
with generation. Tatas therefore
decided to construct a new concrete
lined power tunnel by the side of the
existing tunnel and make it a part of the
water conductor system upon
completion of its construction by
connecting the tunnel to the existing
system of penstocks so as to bring the
power generation to full capacity. The
project was named ‘Bhira New Tunnel
Project [BNTP].

Dongarwadi was a really god-
forsaken place, though it was just about
60 kms. from Pune, At that time,
reaching Dongarwadi from Pune was an
ordeal. We had to avail three modes of
transport. We used to travel from Pune
to Mulshi by a Public Bus. From the
bus stand we had to walk down to
Mulshi Lake and board-a launch. The
launch used to drop us at Davadi from
where we had to use our project jeeps
to reach Dongarwadi. The other way

was to travel to a place called Kolad
near Roha on the Mumbai Goa Highway
and then take Tata’s private rail trolley
to Bhira Power Station. The level
difference between Bhira and Dongar-
wadi is about 600 m. i.e. about 2,000 ft.
From Bhira we had to travel by Tata’s
Trolley pulled by a winches, in three
stages, along a very steep haulage
track. The ride used to be very thrilling
but scary.

Dongarwadi is located at the edge
of a cliff with a high mountain at the
back. At night we could see the lights of
ships sailing along the west coast. Our
residential accommodation was in the
form of nissen huts with a half round
asbestos-sheet roof. Each officer was
accommodated in a nissen hut with four
rooms. During monsoon, we had to keep
all doors and windows closed to
prevent clouds from entering the rooms.
My residence was considered as the
best decorated one as I had placed
curios all around and had good drapes
for all the doors and windows.

During rainy season the whole area
is in clouds. The rainfall at Dongarwadi
is as much as 350 inches which is little
less than that.at Cherapunji. It doesn’t
rain, it pours. In monsoon, the weather
was so humid that vegetables like
potatoes and onions and cereals
sprouted. Everything used to get
covered with fungus. As a joke, we
used to say that if you sleep for more
than.seven hours, your body gets
covered with fungus. Power was free
as we were a part of Bhira Power Station.
Everyone family had three to four crude
room heaters made of electric coils fixed
on pieces of asbestos sheets. For
drying clothes we had frames with
galvanized sheet top and heaters
underneath and we used to dry washed
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clothes by spreading then on the frame.

As a hobby, I had developed a small
kitchen garden and I used grow cauli-
flowers, cabbages, knoll cols, tomatoes,
gherkins etc. for my personal con-
sumption. Jungle around was pretty
thick with clusters of local black berries
and local wild fruit.

Wild life was abundant. The jungle
had animals like tigers, panthers,
leopards, wild bores, deer, fox, and wild
dogs. Those were the days when the
jungles had sufficient prey for the wild
cats. Human beings were attacked by
the wild cats only in self defense or only
when they were provoked. While
returning from the site; we used to come
across wild cats almost every evening.
In summer, after the water holes in the
jungle dried out, the only water source
was an auxiliary reservoir at the end of
our camp. After dusk, we could see wild
life walking to the reservoir through our
camp. When someone complained
about wild life and reptiles, our boss
would quip that it is not you but they
who should complain, as we have
encroached upon their privacy.

One late evening we were returning
to our camp in an open jeep. While we
were nearing the cusp of a deep valley,
we found a leopard sitting right in the
middle of the road. On seeing our jeep,
the leopard started walking. Our driver
tried to chase it and it started leaping
in front of our jeep. It was a site to see.
On one side of the road was a deep
cutting and on the other side a deep
valley and the leopard had nowhere to
go except following the road and look
for an escape route. We did not dare to
provoke it further as it would have
turned around and attacked us.

Our Tunnel was being constructed
by a Jain organization. Their mess cook




was also a Jain. One night, a leopard
on its prowl was chasing a dog. The
poor dog tried to take refuge in the
mess. The cook shooed him away and
closed the door. In front of him, the
leopard lifted the dog. The cook was
shocked and almost went mad, blaming
himself for the death of the dog.

One evening, while we were at our
club, we heard screams from the skilled
workers colony. The wife of a carpenter
just peeped out of her kitchen window
and saw a leopard perched on the
adjacent compound wall. She started
screaming for help. Our drivers
brought a couple of jeeps and in the
bright headlights of the jeeps the
leopard coolly walked away. We had
many such sightings.

I am an animal lover. Before I got
married, I had reared a seven day old
pup and named him Pintoo. I had
prepared a cozy bed for Pintoo but at
night he used to jump into my bed and
sleep beside me with his head on my
pillow. I had trained him to eat out of
his food plate but he would never start
eating till I cajoled him and fed him with
a first few bites. One summer, I had to
go out of our camp for a week. I left
Pintoo with a watchman. I never saw
Pintoo agai. Wwhile he was with the
watch man on night duty at our office,
he was lifted by a leopard. Ihave never
kept a dog thereafter.

My wedding took place on
Wednesday, 5% July 1961 at Pune. This
was a week before the Panshet Dam
burst. The rain was like cloud burst.
It was as if god was pouring buckets of
water on the roof. I was ready to leave
for Pune on Friday 30" June. However,
all routes out of Dongarwadi were non-
operational. Mulshi Lake was stormy
and launches could not ply. A bridge
between Mulshi and Pune <was
submerged. Tata’s trolley line between
Bhira Power Station and-Roha was
submerged at three places.. There were
no signs of improvement in the
situation. The only way to communicate
with Pune was to connect with Ganesh

Khind Receiving Station of Tatas
through their carrier line and request
the operator to contact my would-be in
laws through a local P & T line and
convey my inability to leave Dongar-
wadi. The situation continued through-
out Sunday. At one stage they were
even considering postponing our
wedding. However, on Monday
afternoon, the rains relented for a short
while. The Power House boss who was
a friend of my would-be father-in
wanted to take no chances and
therefore asked to walk down on the
haulage track in pouring rain with the
help of a gang of riggers as sending
the haulage track trolley to take me
down would mean a few hours delay.
Power house boss has positioned
linemen with portable hand sets at the
locations where the trolley track was
flooded. By dusk, I got a message that
could cross over to Kolad as the track
was clear. Mr. Kandaswami —my valet
was with me and we could reach Kolad
around 8 pm. Bus services were in total
disarray as the roads were submerged at
many locations. Around 9pm. we
spotted a bus heading towards Mumbai.
Kandaswami stood in the middle of the
road and almost forced the bus'to stop.
The bus was full to the brim. Howeyver,
after I explained to the conductor that
if he did not help me, I would miss my
wedding, he and all other passengers
agreed to oblige and I reached Thane
after midnight just in time to catch the
last late night passenger train to Pune.
I reached Pune just before the religious
ceremonies were to start. I could see
the relief in everyone’s eyes after they
sawme. Ithen realized how difficult it
could'be to get married. I left Dongar-
wadi by August 1962 to join The
Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd., at its
Koyna Project.

This was Dongarwadi fifty years
ago. I got an occasion to renew my
association with the Bhira Project in the
year 1990 when Tatas decided to
convert the existing Bhira Hydel Power
Station into a Pumped Storage Hydel
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Power Station and as a Consultant, I
was assigned to carry out detailed
planning and cost estimation of the
project.

Power potential of a hydel project
is limited by the quantity of impounded
water and the level difference between
the water storage and the generating
station. The generation capacity
therefore gets affected in the years with
lean rainfall. During the pre-
independence days, peak power
demand used to be in the evenings.
After we got our independence fast
paced development commenced.
Because of industrialization the pattern
of power demand also changed. Level
of normal demand and peak demand
kept onrising. Gap between the normal
and the peak demand widened.
Therefore, by late 50s many thermal
power stations based on coal and fuel
oils and later based‘on nuclear power
came up. Thermal stations can not be
switched on and off at will. Generation
of high pressure steam that drives the
thermal turbines needs a few hours.
When such turbines are switched off,
they have to be kept on spinning to
allow gradual cooling to prevent them
from cracking. As against this, hydro-
turbines can be switched on and off at
short notice just by switching on and
switching off the high-pressure water
jets that drive the turbines. In short,
the thermal stations have to keep on
generating power round the clock even
during the periods when the demand
for power is low. To make effective use
of such spare power, concept of
Pumped Storage Hydel scheme was
introduced in India around the year
1975. India’s first Pumped Storage
Hydel Scheme came up at Kadamparai
in Tamilnadu.

Pumped Storage Hydel Stations are
operated only during the peak load
period. They have two storage
reservoirs — the upper reservoir at top
of the mountains and the lower reservoir
at the tail end of the power station. The
turbines are designed to double as




pumps and the generators to double as
motors. During light load periods, the
spare power that keeps on coming out
of the thermal stations is used to pump
water from the lower reservoir to the
upper reservoir to replenish the storage.
Thus the same water is used again and
again to increase peak power

By now Dongarwadi area is very
much developed. The Highway from
Pune to Roha via Tamhini Ghat passes
through Dongarwadi. Many resorts
have come up in the area and
Dongarwadi and Tamhini are fast
developing into Tourist Spots. Bhira
Power Station is now connected to the

Mumbai Goa Highway by an all weather
road.
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AMACHI MUMBAI

- Shyamala Purandare (Jail-marathe) (page 755)

There are beautiful hills in Mumbai

Malabar hill is, of course far the rich rich;

Nargis, Ushakiran, Gulzar, Aamir Khan, Ranbir and Dilipkumar
Palihill is the favourite of Shinde Sushilkumar

Cloud 9, 7 roads, 5 gardens, 3 Batt and 1 Khada Parsi
Ushaben Mehta, Nana Sunkersett and Chudasama gems of Mumbai
Bengal Chemicals, Vasai’s Fort withArnala’s Baburar

Lata-Asha’s Pedar road is a landmark with filmcity of Gorgaon

Parle Tilak, Bal Mohan, Dhirubhai Ambani, Avabai Petit and
Bombay Scottish School

But I like my Indian Education Society’s New English School’
Cross, Azad, Wankhede, MCA and Dy Patil Stedium

Where all sportspersons spend quality time maximum

The railway is the main artery and blood vessel
Everysecond thousands of commuters travel
Eachone is in a mad rush absolutely

Mumbai is working nonstop tirelessly

Dabbewala has the perfect management

Prince Charles praises him as the Best

The Gateway of India, The Taj and manymore are the spots of joy
Which everbody loves to visit and enjoy

Paral is full of hospitalsreputed

All patients struggle to get admitted

The heart of the city is Dadar Park Shivaji

Well Known residence of Veer Savarkar, Pethes and Phadke Babuji

Arabian Sea makes financial capital full of humidity
But every Mumbaikar wants._to breathe with humanity
Whether hut or skyscraper, the stay has to be always comfy

So every Indian want Aamahci Mumbai Clean and Greeny!
- Shyamla Purandare (3.944)
27 B, Vrindavan Society, Panchavati, Pashan, Pune 411 00
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